
Our own unique travel experiences that offer exceptional value, quality and attention to detail.  Only from Macyôs Travel. 

1 

 

Images and Voices  
of  

Ireland 
Hosted by  

Gail Speckmann 

 
 

 September 17 - 26, 2010 
Air, Hotel, & Tour Package 

$3,275 per person, double occupancy 
 

Deposit $500 per person at time of booking 
 
 

Price is per person in a shared double room.  

Airfare from Minneapolis-St Paul International Airport is included.  

Single occupancy rate of $3,689 per person is available.   

Approximate taxes of $205 are additional and subject to change at ticket issuance 
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Ireland 
The rich and varied greens of the land, hedge-rowed fields, dramatic ocean cliffs,  
waterfalls, colorful houses and boat harbors, ancient stone walls and castles, thatched  
roofed homes, indigenous artistry from marble factory to woolen mill, poetic words  
from Irish writers, rollicking folk music and heartfelt ballads, museums and the lively  
city life of Dublin....these will all be part of your memorable tour in this magical country.     
Come join us! 

 

 

   
 

  

Program Travel Itinerary 
 

  

Fri, Sept. 17 UNITED STATES TO DUBLIN 
Depart your hometown and take an overnight flight across the Atlantic. Enjoy in-flight entertainment 

and meal service as you travel to start your vacation.  

 

Sat, Sept. 18 DUBLIN ARRIVAL & GALWAY 
After landing at Dublin Airport, complete customs and immigration formalities.  Then your CIE 

Tours driver/guide will welcome you to Ireland and escort you and your luggage to the coach.  

Depart Dublin and journey across the rolling pastures of Irelandôs heartland to visit 

Clonmacnoise. This monastic settlement was founded in 545 AD by St. Ciaran and is delightfully 

set on the banks of the River Shannon. Continue your drive west to the small town of Doolin and 

enjoy some free time to browse on your own. (Doolin is renowned worldwide for its wealth of Irish 

Traditional Music and attracts visitors from all walks of life. There are three music pubs in Doolin: 

McDermottôs McGannôs and OôConnorôs) Then continue around the shores of Galway Bay to 

Galway and embark on a panoramic tour to see the principal sights of the city.  A drive around will 

take you to the large modern cathedral set on an island on the River Corrib.  See the Spanish Arch 

in the Claddagh area, (formerly a fishing village) the City Museum, National University of Galway 

and the Cathedral of Our Lady, which is built on the site of the former county jail. Then check into 
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your hotel and enjoy the remainder of the afternoon at leisure. In the evening join your fellow 

travelers for dinner in the hotel restaurant.    
DINNER & OVERNIGHT: ARDILAUN HOUSE HOTEL, GALWAY  

 

 

Sun, Sept. 19 CONNEMARA, KYLEMORE ABBEY & CONNEMARA MARBLE 
Today tour Connemara and admire the sweeping views of boglands and misty mountains. Along 

the way you will have opportunities to explore this magical landscape and in a couple of locations 

stop for photography or sketching. As you drive along you will see many sheep that graze freely 

and also tracts of bogland where some people hand-cut peat for home heating.  Stop to visit 

Kylemore Abbey, a 19th century neo-Gothic mansion overlooking Kylemore Lake. Originally a 

private residence, it is now a prestigious girls' school.  Visit the chapel and the restored Victorian 

gardens, which have won awards. Stop in Moycullen to visit the Connemara Marble Factory. 

Quarried in Connemara, the soft green shades of the marble echo the colors of the countryside 

from which it is cut. See how it is made into many decorative items. Return to Galway and enjoy 

some time to freshen up before dining in your hotel. Painting demonstration by Gail after dinner at 

the hotel. 

DINNER & OVERNIGHT:  ARDILAUN HOUSE HOTEL, GALWAY  

 

Mon, Sept. 20 CLIFFS OF MOHER & KILLARNEY  
Leaving Galway travel south through the Burren country - an area of limestone hills which supports 

a wide range of flora.  Visit the Cliffs of Moher, which rise 700 feet above the sea and extend five 

miles along the coast.  Drive through Limerick to Adare, which is famous for its main street of 

thatched houses. Journey into the mountainous country of Kerry and into Killarney, settled beside 

three lakes in the shadow of Ireland's highest mountains. Upon arrival an old-fashioned horse drawn 

jaunting car will bring you through the Killarney National Park, which is closed to motorized vehicles. 

Drive along the shores of Lough Leane to Muckross House, an elegant 19th century mansion set 

beside the tranquil Muckross Lake. Enjoy some time to walk the grounds and take pictures before 

returning to Killarney to check into your hotel.  In the evening join your fellow travelers for dinner in 

the hotel restaurant. DINNER & OVERNIGHT: KILLARNEY TOWERS HOTEL, KILLARNEY  

 

Tue, Sept. 21 SCENIC DRIVE & KATE KEARNEYôS IRISH NIGHT 
Today drive south through the scenic  Killarney National Park to reach Kenmare and enjoy some 

free time to relax or do some exploring of this charming town on your own.  Then board the coach 

and travel back towards Killarney stopping at Mollôs Gap along part of the Ring of Kerry route to 

enjoy its views over the three lakes. Again, an opportunity for sketching or photography. Continue to 

Ladies' View for another spectacular view over Killarneyôs lakes and mountains.  Return to Killarney 

and enjoy the balance of the day free for individual pursuits.  

 

This evening enjoy dinner and entertainment at Kate Kearneyôs Cottage, which is picturesquely 

situated at the entrance to what must be the most beautiful glaciated valley in Ireland, the Gap of 

Dunloe.  The Irish night consists of a superb meal and traditional entertainment, which includes 

songs and musicians playing a wide array of instruments along with costumed dancers doing the 

jig and other traditional sets. OVERNIGHT: KILLARNEY TOWERS HOTEL, KILLARNEY  

 

 

Wed, Sept. 22 BLARNEY CASTLE & KINSALE  
Leaving Killarney drive into the rich farming country of Cork.  At Blarney, stop to climb to the 

battlements of Blarney Castle to kiss the famous "Stone of Eloquence."  Also visit the Blarney 

Woolen Mills, which has an excellent range of Irish products of all types.  You will also have time 

to browse around the village, charmingly set around a large village green. Then drive south to the 

coastal town of Kinsale, a popular yachting center and attractive town with brightly painted 

houses.  Upon arrival check into your hotel and enjoy some time at leisure before joining your 

group for dinner. DINNER & OVERNIGHT: TRIDENT HOTEL, KINSALE  
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Thu, Sept. 23 KINSALE AT LEISURE  
After breakfast, Gail will give a painting demonstration. Afterwards you are completely at leisure 

to enjoy this charming seaside town.  Originally a Georgian garrison town and harbor, it is a 

popular yachting center today.  Roam around the steep streets with brightly-painted houses and 

flowers.  In the center see the Old Courthouse, now a regional museum and a few miles outside 

the town see Charles Fort, built in the 1670s to protect the area against naval attack from the 

Continent.  Kinsale is dubbed ñthe Gourmet Capitalò of Ireland and you will be able to choose 

from many fine places for lunch and dinner. OVERNIGHT: TRIDENT HOTEL, KINSALE  

 

Fri, Sept. 24 ROCK OF CASHEL, KILKENNY DESIGN CENTRE & DUBLIN 
Depart Kinsale this morning and travel northeast via the outskirts of Cork city and into County 

Tipperary to reach Cashel.  Stop for photos at the Rock of Cashel, majestic church ruins which 

are clustered high on a limestone outcrop overlooking the surrounding countryside.  Then 

continue to Kilkenny and visit the Kilkenny Design Craft Centre which offers an unrivalled 

selection of Irish handcrafted gifts.  The Centre is Irelandôs most prestigious source of Irish gifts 

of exceptional quality, all chosen with a discerning eye for quality, uniqueness and style.  Enjoy 

some time to explore before boarding the coach and driving into the metropolitan area of Dublin.  

Upon arrival check into your hotel and enjoy some time to settle in before dinner. This evening drive 

to the town of Rathfarnham to The Merry Ploughboy Pub for dinner followed by a lively show of 

traditional Irish songs, dancing and music.  OVERNIGHT: MONT CLARE HOTEL, DUBLIN  

 

Sat, Sept. 25 DUBLIN HIGHLIGHTS 
Set off with a local guide who will show you around the prominent historic buildings and 

monuments of Dublin.  Dublin is an ancient settlement, founded by the Vikings in the 9
th
 century.  

The city has been shaped through the centuries with many architectural styles, reflecting the 

economic, political and artistic influences.  Stop to visit the National Gallery, one of the largest art 

collections in Europe.  Founded in 1854 and extended a number of times, it houses an excellent 

collection of paintings from the Irish School.  Also featured are works from French, Flemish, 

Dutch and Spanish Schools.   Next visit Trinity College to view the 8
th
 century Book of Kells, an 

illuminated manuscript of the gospels.  Finish your sightseeing with a visit to the Dublin Writerôs 

Museum which sits in an old house on Parnell Square and provides a good introduction to the 

field of Irish writing in general.  The collection includes an impressive array of photographs, 

paintings, first editions and memorabilia, especially of prominent writers such as James Joyce, G. 

B. Shaw, Brendan Behan and many others. After your tour, enjoy the balance of the day and 

evening at leisure for independent activities and dining. OVERNIGHT: MONT CLARE HOTEL, 

DUBLIN 

 

Sun, Sept. 26 RETURN TO THE UNITED STATES 
Filled with wonderful memories of the stories, the voices and images of Ireland, we begin our way 

home.  Transfer to Dublin Airport in plenty of time to check in for your flight, clear security and claim 

your VAT refund.  You may do some last minute shopping at the duty free stores.  Return flights 

home.   
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Ireland  
Come Join the Journey! 

 
September 17 - 26, 2010 

Air, Hotel, & Tour Package 
$3,275 per person, double occupancy 

 
Deposit $500 per person at time of booking 

 

Single occupancy rate of $3,689 per person is available. 

 

 
 Whatôs Included 

 Roundtrip Air Minneapolis to Dublin  

 Double or single room with private bathroom 

 Eight (8) full breakfasts 

 Four (4) hotel dinners  

 Traditional Irish Ceili at ñKate Kearneyôs Cottageò with dinner 

 Dinner and evening entertainment at ñThe Merry Ploughboy Pubò 

 Passage on theTarbert Ferry 

 Horse-drawn Jaunting car ride in Killarney 

 Guided tour of Dublin 

 Clonmacnoise, Kylemore Abbey, Connemara Marble, Cliffs of Moher  

 Muckross Gardens                              

 Blarney Castle & Woolen Mills 

 Rock of Cashel (photo stop) 

 Kilkenny Design Center                 

 National Gallery 

 Trinity College (Book of Kells) 

 Dublin Writerôs Museum ïJoyce, Shaw, Yeats and Pearse. 

 Hotel porterage, service charges and government taxes 

 Flight bags, ticket wallets, baggage tags 

 
                          Whatôs not Included 

 Lunches each day 

 Dinner in Kinsale on September 23 

 Dinner in Dublin on September 25 

 Tips to your driver guide at the end of the trip 

 Excess baggage  

 Approximate taxes of $165 are additional and subject to change  

 Travel Insurance 

 Any personal purchases made throughout the trip 
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GAIL SPECKMANN 
 
Gail Speckmann, artist, photographer, writer/poet, and music lyricist, brings a full artistic perspective 
as a guide for this tour.  This highly integrated approach will broaden and deepen your experience of 
this amazing country.  Each day will include a focus idea to further enhance composition for your 
photography or artwork. For those interested Gail will also give a couple of full painting 
demonstrations. Daily we will also experience words and sounds pertaining to particular Irish 
poets/writers and musicians (some contemporary and some re-knowned from the past).  These 
ñvoicesò will help us immerse fully into the rhythms of a particular area, but they also strike a universal 
chord. Of course there will be a time for personal enjoyment and exploration within the area we are 
visiting.  
 
Our professional Irish driver/guide will provide us with interesting history and stories of the areas 
where we will travel to.  
    
A notebook will be provided to you prior to the tour to help acquaint you with what we will cover as 
noted above.  A daily journal will be kept on the tour and provided to all travelers after the tour to help 
fill out your memories.  This is an optional activity for those who wish to contribute entries.  
 
The experiences of this tour will continue to enrich your lives with great images and stories, improved 
skills in photographic and artistic composition.  You may be further inspired to venture more deeply 
into the art, history, music, and writings of the Irish people.  An ongoing gift in your life... 
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Passenger Participant Registration Form 
 

INSTRUCTIONS: Please read and complete the information on this form and forward to Macyôs Group Travel along with a 
copy of your signed passport (signature and photo pages).  One Registration form, per passenger, is required in order 
to be confirmed on the tour.  IMPORTANT:  Please print your name as it appears on your passport. The name on airline 
tickets must match your passport exactly or the air carrier may deny boarding. DOCUMENTATION:  A valid government-
issued photo identification is required for all travel.  Proof of identity is required for all travel.  Ask your travel consultant for 
assistance in identifying the travel documents required for your destination(s). 

 

Images and Voices of Ireland  
Hosted by Gail Speckmann  
September 17 ï26 , 2010  

 

Passenger Information: 

Name  

Home Address  

City  State  Zip  

Home phone (      ) Business phone (     ) 

Cell phone (      ) Fax (     ) 

Email  

Traveling Companion(s)  

List any that apply  

 

Nickname 
I f applicable 

 

 
 

 

Passport Information: 

Name as shown on 
Passport 

 

Please indicate if any 
amendment to name 

I f applicable 

 

Date of birth  
DD/MM/YYYY 

 Place of birth  

Country of citizenship US Ç Other:   

Passport Number  Place of issue  

Date of issue  Expiration date  

In case of emergency please notify the following person(s): 

Name  Relationship  

Tel: Home  (      )  Tel: Business  (     )  

Tel: Cell (      )  Fax: (     )  

Email  
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Frequent Flyer Information: 

Airline Name Frequent Flyer Number Elite Status                      Ç Yes    Ç No 

Please indicate if you are 

Silver, Gold, Platinum, etc. 

Airline Name Frequent Flyer Number Elite Status                      Ç Yes    Ç No 

Please indicate if you are 

Silver, Gold, Platinum, etc.  

Airline Name Frequent Flyer Number Elite Status                      Ç Yes    Ç No 

Please indicate if you are 

Silver, Gold, Platinum, etc. 

Seating Preference Information:   We will do all possible to honor your seat request. If your re quest is 
not available, we will assign the best available seating  

Position  
Check all that apply  

 

Ç Aisle  Ç Window  Ç Aisle Across  Ç Aisle & Adjacent Ç Center & Adjacent 

Location 

e.g. bulkhead, right, left, exit  

 Meal Preference 
e.g. no preference, vegetarian, kosher, heart -

healthy 

 

Hotel Room Preferences: 

Type 
Please check all that apply 

Ç Single  Ç Double  Ç Twin  Ç Triple Ç Quad 

Ç Smoking Ç Non-smoking                Ç Other: 

_____________________________ 
Special Requests 

e.g., away from elevator,  ocean  

view, balcony 

 

 

 

Terms and Conditions: 

Deposit: $500.00 per person due at the time of booking  

Final Payment: Due by July 19 th , 2010  

Cancellation Policy: All cancellations must be received in writing and are effective upon receipt in our office.  

  91 days or more prior to scheduled departure:  ééééééé.
. 

$300.00 per person *  

 90 ï 61 days prior to scheduled departure:  ééééééé.
. 

$500.00 per person *  

 Within 60 days of scheduled departure:  ééééééé.
. 

Non-refundable 

 * Plus any airline or ground ha ndler imposed penalties 

Trip cancellation insurance is available and is strongly recommended. 

Please contact Macyôs Travel for details. 

 

 

 

 




